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Introduction

The BWPP is developing a global network of member organizations, which will
enable it to monitor developments that affect the strength of the norm against the use
of disease as a weapon and to report its findings in the BioWeapons Monitor. In
contrast to other arms control and disarmament issues, the question of biological
weapons (BW) attracts the attention of relatively few people and organizations.
There are very few NGOs with a dedicated interest in BW issues, and almost all of
them are located in Europe and the United States. There has never been a global
coalition of NGOs and prominent individuals to promote BW disarmament.

2004 saw a significant expansion of the BWPP activities. As a result of the pilot
project run in South Africa, the BWPP has progressed considerably in defining a
networking strategy, which now guides the strategy for expanding the Global
Network membership and the issue awareness and capacity-building activities. Eight
new organizations joined the BWPP Global Network, bringing the total to 33 on

31 December 2004. The first election of the Board of Directors was completed, with
two new organizations from South Africa joining it.

The BWPP is becoming a respected interlocutor as is evidenced by the many
invitations to scientific fora and policy-oriented conferences and seminars, as well as
by the many interactions with representatives of the diplomatic community in
Geneva.

The first edition of the annual publication, the BioWeapons Report, was published on
9 December at a lunchtime seminar during the meeting of the States Parties to the
BTWC. Programming on the BioWeapons Monitor started in December as envisaged
and the first part of the database will be ready for launch during the meeting of the
experts of the States Parties to the BTWC in June 2005.
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Programme

During 2004 the BWPP completed a pilot project on network development. The first
edition of the BioWeapons Report was published on 9 December during the meeting
of the States Parties to the BTWC in Geneva. The concept for the BioWeapons
Monitor was finalized and programming of the database began in mid-December.

The BWPP made substantial progress with regard to the organization of its outreach
activities. The pilot project had a noticeable impact in South Africa and the start of
an autonomous dynamic in support of the norms against the weaponization of disease
can be discerned. The Global Network expanded at a steady rate, with eight new
organizations joining in the course of the year

In December 2004, the first Board elections were held.

Network membership

Initiatives undertaken

The pilot project in South Africa was completed in 2004. Through a series of
meetings the BWPP has acquired fundamental insights into how to approach the
issue of the prevention of BW based on an understanding of the major concerns in
the society in which the activities are being developed. In this way it becomes
possible to have the civil society constituents participating in the seminars discover
their stake in the prevention of the weaponization of disease (instead of the BWPP
telling them). The success of the approach is evidenced by relatively high number of
South African organizations and institutes that have joined the Global Network in
2004 and the fact that two of South African member organizations were elected to
the Board of Directors in December 2004.

The BWPP seminars also brought representatives from government agencies (non-
proliferation, agriculture, law enforcement, etc.) together with NGOs, scientists,
academics and industry representatives. It was clear that they were unfamiliar with
each other, and through the networking process the need for their interaction in order
to improve the quality of legislation and regulations became obvious. In this sense
the BWPP acted as a catalyst. The BWPP has also been invited by participants to
take part in several issue awareness and capacity-building projects related to its core
objectives. In this way, the BWPP stimulates and assists a bottom-up approach to
strengthening the relevant norms.

Through the pilot project the BWPP has also acquired a better understanding of the
types of materials it needs to develop to support the networking process. These
materials relate to

° publicity for the BWPP goals;
o issue awareness publications; and
o tools for capacity-building.
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A flier in support of Network recruitment and banners for use at BWPP events were
designed and produced. Other initiatives are under development (e.g., different types
of fliers).

New members

On 31 December 2004 the BWPP Global Network had 33 member organizations.
During year, eight organizations joined the Network:

Ceasefire Campaign, South Africa

Disarmament & Security Centre, New Zealand

Economists Allied for Arms Reduction - South Africa (ECAAR -
ZA), South Africa

Ethics Institute of South Africa, South Africa
Institute of Security Studies (ISS), South Africa
International Student / Young Pugwash

Society for the Study of Peace and Conflict, India
South African History Archive, South Africa

The FAS Working Group on BCW changed is institutional affiliation and name, and
has become the Arms Control Center Scientists Working Group on Biological and
Chemical Weapons.

One Network member organization, ISIS-UK, ceased its activities.

Publications

In 2004 most of the attention went to the realization of the first edition of the
BioWeapons Report and the conceptual development of the BioWeapons Monitor.
The BioWeapons Report 2004 was launched on 9 December during the meeting of
the States Parties to the BTWC.

The concept for the BioWeapons Monitor is complete and database programming
started in December.

Several Event Reports (formerly Seminar Reports) have been posted to the BWPP
website summarizing the results of BWPP seminars and other events.

BioWeapons Report

The first edition of the BioWeapons Report was launched at a lunchtime event during
the meeting of the States Parties to the BTWC in Geneva on 9 December 2004. A
major milestone was thus achieved.

Fifteen hundred copies were printed. Copies were distributed during the meeting of
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the States Parties to the BTWC and to all the diplomatic missions in Geneva. All
BWPP Network members received copies. The publication is also available in
electronic format from the BWPP website.

The BioWeapons Report is an annual publication. The chapters in the 2004 edition
offered a baseline review of the status of the norm. As the BioWeapons Monitor
becomes operational and its information collection grows, the BioWeapons Report
will increasingly focus on the analysis of trends that emerge from the BioWeapons
Monitor.

BioWeapons Monitor

The concept of the BioWeapons Monitor, which was approved by the Board in
November 2003, was further developed. Following a brainstorming meeting at
VERTIC in London on 30 January with a software consultant, the process of creating
the BioWeapons Monitor was split into two phases, namely (1) a collection of
documents and international organizations (global and regional) of relevance to the
norms against BW with associated state membership and voting records and (2) the
topical database, which will be at the heart of future BWPP monitoring and reporting
activities. This breakup was for purely practical purposes; the final product will
consist of a single integrated online database.

By December the basic structure of the database had been established in
collaboration with the software consultant. BWPP staff members began the process
of data collection and the creation of core tables, such as the list of countries,
regions, membership of relevant treaties and global and regional organizations and
arrangements. They also collected the UN General Assembly and Security Council
Resolutions since 1945 relevant to the norm against chemical and biological weapons
and established tables with the voting record of UN member states. The collection of
documents related to BTWC discussions and negotiations as well as documents
produced by other international organizations or states was also started.

In December the BWPP held three days of detailed discussion with the software
programmers in Geneva. Programming started afterwards. Phase 1 of the
BioWeapons Monitor is expected to be ready by June 2005; phase 2 by December
2005.

Website

The BWPP web site is as good as fully functional. Some minor parts still need to be
implemented we rediscussed when the software developers in December. Certain
aspects will be expanded (e.g., an intranet for staff members; the possibility of
having web pages in other languages; support for the capacity-building projects,
etc.).

The BCW Discussion Forum is running smoothly. Some areas for improvement were

noted through user feedback. The software for the BCW Discussion Forum will be
upgraded in 2005 and suggested improvements will then be implemented.

Annual Report 2004 4



BWPP events

7 April: BWPP seminar on networking strategies, Johannesburg.
Presentations by Chandré Gould and Jean Pascal Zanders.

14 July: BWPP seminar on networking strategies, Johannesburg.
Presentations by Jean Pascal Zanders, Bob Rigg (National
Consultative Committee on Disarmament, New Zealand); John
Borrie (ICRC); Laurel Baldwin-Ragaven (Trinity College, Hartford,
USA)

20 July: ‘Civil Society Thoughts on Dealing with Natural and
Deliberate Outbreaks of Disease’, BWPP lunchtime seminar,
Meeting of Experts of States Parties to the BTWC, Geneva.
Presentations by Jean Pascal Zanders, ‘A Holistic Vision to Prevent
and Counter the Effects of Disease Outbreaks’; Chandré Gould,
‘Civil Society Contribution to Strengthening the Norm against
Biological Weapons: The BWPP One Year On’; and Barbara Hatch
Rosenberg, ‘BW Investigations by the United Nations’.

23 September: BWPP breakfast seminar in cooperation with the
Geneva Forum and the Quaker United Nations Office, Geneva

12 October: BWPP seminar on networking strategies, Capetown.
Presentations by Jean Pascal Zanders, Angela Woodward (VERTIC),
Dorothy Preslar (ILIAAD), and Prof. Ronald Sutherland (University
of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, Canada).

7 December: BWPP lunchtime seminar, Meeting of States Parties to
the BTWC, Geneva.. Presentations made by Malcolm Dando
(Department of Peace Studies, University of Bradford), Angela
Woodward (VERTIC) and Kathryn Nixdorff (INES).

9 December: Launch of the Bioweapons Report, BWPP lunchtime
seminar, Meeting of States Parties to the BTWC, Geneva.
Introductory comments made by Ambassador Markku Reimaa
(Finland), Jean Pascal Zanders (BWPP), Chandré Gould (BWPP),
Angela Woodward (VERTIC) and Kathryn Nixdorff (INES).

Conference participation

3—-4 February: Conference on ‘Ethical Implications of Scientific
Research on Bioweapons and Prevention of Bioterrorism’, European
Commission, DG Research, Brussels. Presentation by Jean Pascal
Zanders: ‘Research Policies, BW Development & Disarmament’.

6 February: Geneva Centre for Security Policy: lunch seminar
introduced by Jean Pascal Zanders on the BWPP and its goals.

16 February: New Defence Agenda (Brussels), Round table on
‘Europe’s Anti-Terrorism Strategies’. Presentation by Jean Pascal
Zanders: ‘European Policy Options against CBW attacks’.

4 March: Hearing before the Flemish Parliament on the creation of a
Flemish Peace Research Institute.

11 March: Seminar by the Geneva Forum on non-lethal weapons
16-17 March: ‘Future Challenges for Non-Proliferation
Instruments’, NATO Defence College, Rome. Presentation by Jean
Pascal Zanders: ‘International Cooperation in Addressing the Risks
Related to BW’.
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Press

1-2 April: 10th Anniversary Conference, BICC, attended by Liliane
Zossou.

6 April: Gunfree South Africa (Johannesburg), workshop on small
arms in southern Africa

19 April: Briefing on BW issues for Belgian industrialists judges,
Leuven (Belgium)

13-14 May: Workshop ‘Strengthened mechanisms and tools for
verifying biological weapons compliance’, VERTIC, London.
21-23 June: Seminar ‘Recognising and Responding to the Terrorist
Threat in the 21st Century’, St Andrews College, Edinburgh.
Presentation by Jean Pascal Zanders: ‘Chemical and Biological
Terrorism: Have Terrorists Increased Their Capability?’.

25 June: Conference ‘Towards a World Without Violence’, Forum
2004, Barcelona, Spain. Presentations by Jean Pascal Zanders:
‘Containing a Shadowy Threat: Reinforcing the Norms against
Biological Weapons’ and ‘Chemical and Biological Terrorism: Have
Terrorists Increased Their Capability?’.

1 July: Briefing to the UN Secretary-General Advisory Board on
Disarmament Matters, Geneva. Presentation by Jean Pascal Zanders:
‘Biotechnology Transfers for Peaceful Purposes’.

6 July: Annual Pathology Conference, Capetown. Presentation by
Chandré Gould and Peter Folb: ‘Bioterrorism — The South African
Connection’.

9-12 September: 2nd Pugwash Workshop on Science, Ethics and
Society, Ajaccio, Corsica, France. Presentations by Jean Pascal
Zanders: ‘Biological Weapons: Ethics at the Leading Edge of
Science and Technology’ and ‘Chemical and Biological Terrorism:
The Complexities of the Armament Dynamic’.

2 November: Conference on ‘Maritime Security’, Rotterdam, The
Netherlands. Presentation by Jean Pascal Zanders, ‘Policies to
Prevent the Use of Biological Weapons’

18 November: Seminar for students, Department of Peace Studies,
University of Bradford. Presentation by Jean Pascal Zanders: ‘The
BWPP: A Civil Society Response against the weaponization of
disease’.

2 December: Eurasia Counterterrorism Conference ‘International
Cooperation to Combat Bio-terrorism’. Presentation by Jean Pascal
Zanders, ‘Long-term socio-economic consequences of a BW
Incident’.

4-5 December: 21st Workshop of the Pugwash Study Group on the
Implementation of the Chemical and Biological Weapons
Conventions, Geneva. Presentation by Chandré Gould and Jean
Pascal Zanders, ‘The BWPP: A Civil Society Response Against the
Weaponization of Disease’.

6 October: Interview on CBW findings in Iraq, Flemish Public Radio
2 November: Der Spiegel (Germany): ‘Forscher rechnen mit
Pockenanschlag’

22 November: Press briefing to the UN journalists
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Board of Directors

The BWPP Board of Directors met three times in 2004. On 11 May 2004 the Board
met in extraordinary session in London to reflect on the nature of the BWPP and the
role of Network member organizations, and their implications for decision making
structures and procedures. It also met on 18 July and 3 December.

During the second half of 2004 the BWPP organized the first elections for the Board

of Directors.

Composition

As part of the preparations for the elections the Board determined that it will be
composed of nine representatives from Network member organizations. The decision
takes effect in June 2005 with the installation of the newly elected representatives.

Representatives

In 2004 the following organizations are represented on the Board of Directors:

Arms Control Center Scientists Working Group on Biological and
Chemical Weapons (ACC), United States

British—American Security Information Council (BASIC), United
Kingdom and United States

Centre for Conflict Resolution (CCR), South Africa

Department of Peace Studies, University of Bradford, United
Kingdom

Harvard Sussex Program (HSP), University of Sussex, United
Kingdom

International Network of Engineers and Scientists for Global
Responsibility (INES), Germany

Programme for Strategic and International Security Studies,
Graduate Institute of International Studies (PSIS), Switzerland
Verification Research, Training and Information Centre (VERTIC),
United Kingdom

The following representatives held executive functions:

Chairperson: Chandré Gould (CCR) until May; Angela
Woodward (VERTIC) from May onwards

Vice-Chairperson: Daniel Feakes (HSP)

Treasurer: Keith Krause (PSIS)
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Elections

Elections are held every two years, with three organizations represented on the Board
coming up for election. In December 2004 the first elections were held. The BWPP
had received four nominations for four vacant positions for Network member
representation on the Board of Directors. As a result, the BWPP Board of Directors
decided in its meeting of 3 December 2004 as follows:

The Board accepts the slate of nominations as presented. Given that
the number of nominees equals the number of positions, there is no
need for a vote. The nominated organizations have therefore been
accepted as members of the board by acclamation.

The elected organizations are:

o Arms Control Center Scientists Working Group on Biological and
Chemical Weapons (ACC), United States

o British American Security Information Council (BASIC), United
Kingdom, United States of America

o Institute for Security Studies (ISS), South Africa

o South African History Archive (SAHA), South Africa
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