


crimes against God and humanity. In Pax Christi’s statements, the responsibility of scientists
and industrialists in strengthening the norm against biological warfare and terrorism has
repeatedly been emphasised, as well as of the international community, governments and civil
society. Earlier this year, Davina Miller argued that there are inherent weaknesses in the
existing web of prevention of the use of biological weapons in terms of the supply of dual use
items. She stressed the need for cooperation of the scientific and business community to ensure
bio security. (Miller, 2008)

Mr. Chairman,

Pax Christi International therefore welcomes this year’s attention for measures to improve bio
safety and bio security and education, codes of conduct and other measures for preventing
misuse of life sciences. As has been stated before (e.g. Pax Christi International, 2004), the
following elements should be included in such codes of conduct:

o Life science activities should systematically be evaluated by peers and funding bodies
not only on scientific quality, but also on ethical aspects including the potential for use
of the results for hostile purposes;

e Professional associations, institutions and individual scientists should maintain
generally accepted standards for Good Laboratory and Manufacturing Practice, and
take action against “bad science”;

o Individuals who suspect colleagues of potential abuse of life science activities and
materials for hostile or illegal purposes should contact their superiors or the relevant
authorities and blow the whistle. However, national authorities should make
arrangements to act adequately and promptly on such information from whistleblowers.
Measures should be in place to protect their safety and career prospects. These people
must not be punished for taking responsibility for the common good;

e Professional associations should include regular debates about ethics in their meetings
and publications, and include study into ethical legal and social aspects of science on a
structural basis;

o All those engaged in the life sciences should be educated in ethics of science.

Pax Christi International welcomes the efforts of the Royal Dutch Academy of Sciences
KNAW (KNAW, 2007) and other leading professional bodies such as the Inter Academy Panel
and the UK Royal Society in developing and discussing codes of conduct. It is important that
these codes keep being discussed and taught to all new workers in the life sciences.

The Meeting of States Party to the BTWC in December 2008 will also consider the issues of
universality, and CBMs as well as coordination with other international bodies.

Mr. Chairman,




Pax Christi International calls upon the international community and national governments to
not just stimulate the scientific and industrial life science community to act, but:
* to take their own overall responsibility to keep the world safe from biological weapons;
« and start planning to resume work after the Seventh Review Conference in 2012
towards an effective international verification regime for biodefence and other dual use
activities (as Pax Christi has proposed several times since 2001).
» Scientists and industrialists cannot assume the responsibility of governments, but can
contribute to achieve the effective implementation of a sound and effective legal system
including biosecurity and biosafety together with education and codes of conduct.

Geneva, 18 August 2008
2008-0602-en-gl-SD

References:

Hans Jonas: Das Prinzip Verantwortung: Versuch einer Ethik fiir die technologische
Zivilisation. Frankfurt/M., 1979. New edition Suhrkamp Taschenbuch, 1984, ISBN 3-518-
39992-6

KNAW: Code of Conduct Biosecurity Amsterdam 2007
http://www.knaw.nl/biosecurity/publicaties.cfm

Davina Miller, Overlaps between Civil and Military Economies: The Question of Dual Use -
paper presented at Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace - International Seminar
Disarmament, Development and Peace; Perspectives for an Integral Disarmament, Rome 2008
Pax Christi International, Pax Christi International Calls for Ethical Approach to Biological
Weapons - New Jersey, USA 2004, www.paxchristi.net







