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Mr. Ch'airman, Excellencies, Distinguished Representatives, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great honour to be invited to make a Statement to this Meeting of Experts to the Biological
and Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC) on behalf of the Biological Weapons Prevention Project
(BWPP). The BWPP is a global network of non-governmental organisations that are 'all committed
to the strengthening of the regime that totally prohibits biological weapons and toxins.

In recent years, the BWPP has undertaken a wide variety of activities designed to strengthen the
prohibition and the implementation of the BTWC. The diplomatic training course held this year,
efforts on universalisation and on national implementation efforts, the 2006-2008 ED Joint Action,
awareness-raising seminars, and the development of teaching and other informational materials are
some examples of our efforts. I would also like to draw your attention to a initiative entitled the
"Coupland Prize" which aims to broaden awareness of the next generation of life science students
of the dangers of the misuse ofthe biological sciences. More details are available on the posters and
flyers outside the room; and I would like to take this opportunity to ask you to pass this information
on to your universities and scientific academies.

Mr. Chairman,

The BTWC has been making steady progress reinforcing the prohibition of biological weapons and
toxins by building common understandings and providing momentum for effective action.
However, the States Parties cannot afford to rest on your laurels - you must continue to move
forward in identifying further common understandings and taking effective action. We urge you to
take advantage of every opportunity to strengthen the prohibition regime and improve
implementation.

Mr. Chairman,

As one of the steadiest voices of civil society addressing the prohibition of biological weapons
based here in Geneva, we~greatly appreciate theoppQrtunities thatwehave to make statements in
informal sessions, attend public sessions, hold side events and this year to take part in the poster
sessions as we recognise that civil society is equally committed with you to the common goal of



effectively strengthening the prohibition regime for biological weapons and toxins. We welcome
the fact that the States Parties have recognised that on certain topics, invaluable expertise lies
outside of government. As a result, individuals and organisations from academia, industry and civil
society are able to contribute their knowledge and experience. This is vitally important in devising
effective measures and actions.

This years topics are not the only ones for which this is the case. We would recommend that States
Parties, in their Meetings of Experts, should take advantage of expertise irrespective ofwhere it lies.
The model used this year, and previously in 2005, involving the inclusion of guests of the meeting,
should become the norm at future BTWC's Meetings of Experts.

Biosafety, biosecurity, education and awareness raising

This week you will be focussing on how to enhance aspects of biosafety, biosecurity, education,
awareness raising and outreach. Whilst you work on substance, BWPP encourages you to think
about who you are trying to reach as reaching the target audience will be vital if your actions are to
be effective. The target audience for each of these activities - all those engaged in the life sciences,
those studying the biological sciences and the general public - are all primarily found in civil
society.

As the largest network of civil society organisations committed to the BTWC and its aims and
objectives, the BWPP believes it can help you reach your goals. The BWPP is well placed to assist
in your outreach efforts as we have network members around the globe with many different
backgrounds, with different relevant expertise, and different interests. I would like to take this
opportunity to offer you our assistance in reaching these common objectives of a safer world for all
of us. The BWPP has garnered a wealth of experience in efforts such as awareness-raising and
outreach seminars, training workshops, in-depth research projects on issues such as universalisation
and CBMs, and the development of informational materials and teaching aids to name a few. We
are ready to assist and look forward to discussing with you during this meeting, or after it has
finished, how our network can assist any country, organisation or individual in this room.

Mr. Chairman, Excellencies, distinguished representatives, ladies and gentlemen,

In conclusion, the BWPP wishes you every success in your consideration of the two topics for this
week. The information disseminated over the next few days will constitute vital background to
developing common understandings and effective actions. We look forward to seeing the States
Parties take effective action by identifying common standards and practices that can be applied by
each State Party in the oversight of activities that might present or be perceived to present a risk to
the Convention. Risk management techniques are an important tool in mitigating and controlling
the risks from dual-use science and we urge States Parties to consider how these tools and
techniques can be integrated and adopted at both domestic and international levels.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman


