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Mr. Chairman,

1. Allow me at the outset, on behalf of the Indonesian delegation to join
other delegations in congratulating you on your appointment as
Chairman of the 2008 Meeting of Experts of the Biological Weapons
Convention. We are confident that with your vast experience and able
leadership, you will guide us in our deliberations to achieve fruitful
results, as we have done during last year meeting.

2. I would also like to express my appreciation to the awe Implementation
Support Unit who have done excellent work in preparing this meeting
and to have us equipped with relevant documentation of the topic of our
discussion this year.

3. Indonesia would also like to associate itself with the statement made by
the distinguished (Ambassador/Representative) of Cuba on behalf of the
Non-Aligned Movement.

4. As was agreed during the 2006 Review Conference of the BWC, this
year's meeting will focus on two important topics, namely:

a. National, regional and international measures to improve bio­
safety and bio-security, including laboratory safety and security of
pathogens and toxins.

b. Oversight, education, awareness-raising, and adoption and/or
development of codes of conduct with the aim of preventing
misuse in the context· of advances in bio-science and bio­
technology research with the potential of use for the purposes
prohibited by the Convention.

5. The first topic is highly relevant to today's development in life sciences.
We have witnessed an astonishing development in the fields of research I

····andtechnology in biological science, including inter alia} the efforts to :
find a cure for infectious diseases as well as to improve human health.
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The role of thousands of research centres and laboratories throughout
the world is pertinent to discovering new inventions every day.

6. At the same time, we also realize that there are some risks associated
with research in this field. The intentional and unintentional release of
dangerous biological materials and toxins pose great challenges, not
only to the scientists and practitioners who deal with these materials on
a daily basis, but also to society and the environment as a whole.

7. In dealing with this matter, Article 11 of the Convention requires State
parties to observe all necessary safety precautions to protect
populations and the environment in all activities not prohibited by the

------Convention. Moreover, the State parties should also take_any__necessary
measures as stipulated in Article IV of the BWC to prevent and prohibit
any activities contrary to the convention. State parties could therefore
establish and promulgate bio-safety and bio-security measures to avoid
the above mentioned risk.

Mr. Chairman,

8. With the developments being made in this field, scientists and
researchers have a unique and important role to play in ensuring the
safety and security of the handling of biological agents. As the main
actors in the development of biological science, they are also
responsible for ensuring that their research will benefit the society as a
whole, while at the same time, they should also ensure that their
research will not be used for activities contrary to the Convention.

9. We believe that the human element is a crucial factor in maximizing the
benefits and minimizing the potential dangers of biological research,
therefore, it is important for researchers and laboratory personnel to
understand their roles and responsibilities. Thus, a code of conduct
could serve as guidance for scientists and relevant actors in their
endeavours. The code of conduct should however strengthen the BWC
implementation, and should not hamper scientific research, and at the
same time, it should take into account the local needs and
characteristics.

10. We are of the view that scientists are not the only actors in the
efforts to prevent the dangers posed by the misuse of biological
materials. Therefore, we have to encourage greater cooperation and
coordination between the scientific community, industry, law
enforcement institutions, and different stakeholders.
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Mr. Chairman,

11. We are also of the view that raising awareness and improving
capability should go hand in hand. Keeping in mind the different levels
of capability of the State parties, we strongly believe that international
cooperation serves as an important tool for strengthening the
Convention and for facilitating economic and social development.

12. Indonesia has consistently supported international cooperation
which contributes towards strengthening national implementation, as
well as reinforcing common understanding on the importance of this
issue. In this vein, we would like to inform the meeting that Indonesia
and Norway have co-hosted the South East Asia regional seminar on
promoting and implementing bio-safety and bio-security on 4-5 June
2008, in Jakarta. Representatives from 17 countries participated in the
meeting as well as the BWC Implementation Support Unit,· WHO, Det
Norske Veritas, and Eijkman Institute. We had the honour and benefit
from the presence of the Chairman of the 2008 BWC Meeting at the
regional Seminar. It is our fervent hope that this meeting served as a
forum to promote better understanding on the Biological Weapons
Convention, bio-safety, and bio-security.

Mr. Chairman,

13. We are very fortunate that this year, many experts will be able to
participate in the BWC meeting of experts. This meeting is very useful
and would serve as a forum for exchanging views, lesson learnt, as well
as an opportunity to foster understanding on the Convention. Moreover,
the experts could also share their views and provide inputs on how we
could strengthen our Convention.

14. To conclude, Mr. Chairman, allow me to express our delegation's
sincere hope that this meeting will produce a positive and tangible result.

Thank you.
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