


Mr Chairman and Distinguished Representatives. It is a great honour to be invited to
make a Statement to this Meeting of the States Parties of the Biological and Toxin
Weapons Convention which I do on behalf of the Department of Peace Studies of the
University of Bradford in Yorkshire, in the United Kingdom, and with the explicit
endorsement of the Vice-Chancellor of the University.

This Meeting of States Parties is to discuss, and promote common understanding and
effective action on:

(i)Ways and means to enhance national implementation, including enforcement of
national legislation, strengthening of national institutions and coordination
among national law enforcement institutions.

(ii) Regional and sub-regional cooperation on implementation.of the Convention.

However, national implementation cannot be enhanced unless the community of those
engaged in activities relevant to the Convention are aware of the prohibitions and
obligations of the Convention. Consequently, this Meeting of States Parties needs to look
forward to the meetings to be held in 2008 on:

(iv) Oversight, education, awareness raising, and adoption and/or development
of codes of conduct...

if this Meeting is to achieve effective action to enhance the national implementation and
enforcement of national legislation to implement the Convention. :

Mr. Chairman

This is an important issue for in-depth national implementation of the Convention as the
Final Declaration agreed by the States Parties at the Sixth Review Conference stated, in
regard to Article IV, that:

14. The Conference urges the inclusion in medical, scientific and military
educational materials and programmes of information on the Convention and
the 1925 Geneva Protocol... '

Similar language was agreed in the Final Declarations of the Second, Third and Fourth
Review Conferences of 1985, 1991 and 1996. The requirement to raise awareness
amongst all those engaged in the life sciences is therefore long-standing.

In 2005 I (together with Dr. Rappert of the University of Exeter) reported to the States
Parties the conclusions from interactive seminars carried out in life science departments
of 25 universities in the UK. These seminars showed that few participants:

« considered that developments in life sciences research contributed to biothreats;




» were aware of the current debate and concerns about dual-use research; or
» knew of the prohibitions and obligations of the BTWC. '

Further seminars in 2006 eventually involving some 1500 participants in the life sciences
in six countries — United Kingdom, Finland, Germany, Netherlands, South Africa, and
the United States — showed that there is a vital need for education and outreach to raise
awareness within the life sciences community of the prohibitions and obligations of the
Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention.

Subsequent seminars in seven further countries — Argentina, India, Israel, Japan, Kenya,
Uganda and Ukraine ~ have underlined that conclusion. A total of 90 seminars in 13
countries has demonstrated that there is a very low level of awareness of the Convention
amongst those engaged in the life sciences-around the world. '

Mr. Chairman

Efforts are being made to raise awareness and develop educational material for life
scientists. The background document (BWC/CONE.VI/INF.6) for the Sixth Review
Conference gave a number of examples of developments by States Parties, and some
academic and NGO initiatives are also underway. But those engaged in the life sciences
are able and well-educated people so we need to ask why they are not already aware of
the Convention and their consequential responsibilities. Our seminars have shown that
they are aware of, for example, the anthrax letters sent in the USA, but that they do not

see the relevance to their own work - despite substantial reports such as those of the Fink -

and Lemon Committees of the US National Academies which document the connections.

Awareness-raising and ~educational initiatives will only be successful if explicit
connections are made to what is relevant to those engaged in the life sciences and there is
now a major opportunity because these scientists are concerned about the national
regulation of biotechnology. Therefore, as States Parties pursue the in-depth national
implementation of the Convention, those engaged in the life sciences will necessarily
become involved. -

As they become more involved in the process of in-depth. implementation of the
Convention life scientists should be able to contribute their expertise, for example to
dealing with the problem of dual-use research and creation of safeguards and oversight
mechanisms. However, effective engagement will require more from them than simply a
response to government initiatives.

Those engaged in the life sciences need to develop a culture of responsibility as they are
best placed, at the forefront of developments in the life sciences, to ensure that these are
used for the benefit of humankind — and that they are not misused to cause harm to
people, animals or plants or to the environment. Life scientists need to feel that they are
partners with governments in making the world a safer and more secure place for all of

us.




Building on the successful action that we expect will result from this Meeting of States
Parties we would urge that a number of practical awareness-raising and educational
initiatives be identified in the 2008 meetings and that they are integrated into a consistent
framework which will send a message to all those engaged in the life sciences so that
they appreciate that a 'culture of responsibility' towards the Biological and Toxin
Weapons Convention means that they have to become involved and participate in the
development of this Convention and its national implementation both in the round, and in
the long term. Many of those engaged in physics and in chemistry have come to
recognise such responsibilities in regard to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and the
Chemical Weapons Convention.

We should urge no less from all those engaged in the life sciences.

Thank you Mr. Chairman




