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Mr Chairman, 

Excellencies, 

Distinguished guests, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

First of all, I would like to thank the States Parties to the Biological 

Weapons Convention and the chairman, His Excellency 

Ambassador Masood Khan, for inviting me to participate in this 

important meeting. 

I am pleased to see delegations from 90 States Parties to the 

Convention representing a broad range of fields including 

diplomacy, defence, disarmament, science and agriculture, along 

with representatives from international and non-governmental 

organizations involved in law enforcement, public health, 

academia and security, here at this meeting. This shows that we are 

all united by a common concern and a common goal. 

States Parties to the Convention called the use of biological 

weapons "repugnant to the conscience of mankind" and pledged 

that "no effort should be spared to minimise the risk" when they 

entered it into force in 1975 as the world's first multilateral 

disarmament treaty banning an entire category of weapons. 



INTERPOL shares these concerns, and one of our top priorities in 

the framework of our global anti-terrorism efforts is to help police 

in our 186 member countries prevent the terrorist use of biological 

agents by non-state actors - as well as ensure that these same 

police forces are prepared to respond to a bioterrorist attack. As we 

have seen from several top-level simulation exercises over the 

years, the number of actual casualties in an attack could be great or 

small, but there is no doubt that enormous disruption and panic 

would likely follow. For terrorists, instilling a widespread sense of 

fear may be victory enough. 

It has been four years since I addressed this meeting and I can 

safely say that we have all gained new insights, awareness and 

knowledge. Natural mass outbreaks of infectious diseases in the 

past few years have highlighted both the strength and weakness of 

our response capabilities. 

What has not changed in the last four years is INTERPOL'S 

resolve to support law enforcement around the world as they work 

to enhance their national capacities to address bioterrorism threats, 

as well as our continued support of relevant international 

instruments. 



Since the launch of our Bioterrorism Prevention Programme in 

2004, INTERPOL has organized the first-ever global law 

enforcement conference on bioterrorism, which brought together, 

for the first time, not only law enforcement but also representatives 

from international organizations, the public health, academic and 

science communities from 155 countries. 

The reality is if or when a biological attack occurs, law 

enforcement will not be alone at the scene. An attack of mass 

proportions would require medical personnel to attend to victims 

and public health officials to contain the threat, as well as law 

enforcement from local, national, regional and even international 

levels to collect evidence, identify victims and conduct the 

investigation. It may surprise you as it surprised us to know that 

INTERPOL'S Bioterrorism Prevention conference was the largest 

member country conference on a law-enforcement related issue 

ever held by INTERPOL. This shows the importance that 

preventing and confronting bioterrorism has within the global law 

enforcement community. 






















