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Mr Chairman,

Allow me to begin by welcoming you again in the chair as President of this 2007 Meeting of
States Parties to the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention. In performing this task you
can count on the full support of the German delegation. At the Meeting of Experts this
summer, your chairing of the consultations was excellent and enabled us to gain a clearer
understanding of the issues surrounding national implementation of the BTWC and regional

cooperation.

Being in full agreement with the EU Statement delivered by the distinguished delegate from
Portugal at the beginning of the meeting, I would like to highlight a few points which are of
particular importance to us.

Mr Chairman,

The Meeting of Experts in August 2007, which discussed the issues of national
implementation and regional cooperation, demonstrated that the decision of the Sixth BTWC
Review Conference to continue the intersessional process of 2003 to 2005 was a wise one.
The meetings of experts, which were attended by the impressive number of 90 States Parties,
turned out to provide constructive and less politicized platforms for discussion and practical
proposals for strengthening the BTWC. We hope that this meeting will follow the same

constructive and cooperative approach.

Apart from the Experts' Meeting, this is the first time that States Parties of the BTWC have
met since the Sixth Review Conference, which was successfully concluded one year ago

under your able leadership and during which important decisions for the future of the
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biological weapons regime were taken. Most notably, a small but very effective
Implementation Support Unit was established and a programme for promoting the
universalization of the Convention launched. Since then, the number of States Parties has
increased to 159, and efforts to persuade more States to accede to the Convention are
continuing. This meeting of States Parties, as well as the Expert's Meeting conducted last
August, hopefully marks the beginning of an enhanced and improved 2007 - 2010 inter-
sessional process which — leading up to the Seventh Review Conference scheduled for 2011 —

should result in further strengthening of the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention.
Mr Chairman,

National implementation of the Convention is a pivotal point for the success of the BTWC.
We are seeing some progress in the field of national implementation. However, the number of
States Parties lacking legislative and other measures to fulfil the objectives of the BTWC still
gives us cause for concern. We understand the difficulties that some States Parties may have
in incorporating all the objectives of the Convention into national law and regulations, as
national implementation of the BTWC obligations touches on a broad range of topics. Some
States Parties in the past might have thought that they did not need to enact specific BTWC
implementation legislation since they do not have — or they believe that they do not have -
relevant materials within their territory. However, inasmuch as the BTWC contains binding
obligations on biological weapons and relevant materials, all BTWC States Parties must enact and
enforce appropriate national legislative measures. This does not mean that at any given time all
States Parties will have the same degree of national implementation requirements. However, each
State Party should identify its deficits and enact and implement adequate laws, regulations and
measures to cover its specific situation. The EU Joint Action in support of the BTWC and a
number of States Parties offer their good services to assist States Parties requiring assistance in
their national implementation efforts. We would like to see these offers being more widely

utilized.
Mr Chairman,

Increasing the number of States Parties is another key issue in strengthening the BTWC.
Germany believes that, as well as organizing regional workshops to raise awareness of
universalization, establishing sustainable bilateral discussions among interested States Parties
and states not party to the Convention may help to persuade more states to ratify and accede
to the Convention. We have started such a process with some states not party.






