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Mr. Chairman,

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union.

The Candidate Countries Turkey, Croatia* and the former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia*!, the Countries of the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential
candidates Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, as well as Ukraine, the Republic
of Moldova, Armenia and Georgia align themselves with this declaration.

Mr. Chairman,

1.

First of all I would like to congratulate you on your election as the chair of this
meeting. We are of the opinion that under your capable and experienced leadership our
meeting will be successful.

This is the first meeting of States Parties of the intersessional period 2007-2011. We
will be discussing the findings of the Meeting of Experts that was held last August.
The EU considers the outcome of that Meeting very positive and a good basis to
engage in an in depth discussion of the two topics under consideration this year: on the
one hand, ways and means to enhance national implementation, including enforcement
of national legislation, strengthening of national institutions and coordination among
national law enforcement institutions; on the other hand, regional and sub-regional
cooperation on the implementation of the Convention.

Mr. Chairman,

3.

The EU attaches the utmost importance to the effective implementation of the
obligations of the BTWC. 35 years after its signature, the Biological and Toxins
Weapons Convention remains the internationally recognized normative and legal
cornerstone of biological disarmament and non proliferation.

Following the adoption of the 2003 Weapons of Mass Destruction Strategy, the EU
Member States have increased their efforts in order to implement fully the provisions
of the Convention. In fact, all EU Member States have taken, in the last few years,
further measures to enhance national implementation of the Convention.

! Croatia and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia continue to be part of the Stabilisation and
Association Process.




In order to share the European Union’s views in this field, the EU has produced a
working paper on legal implementation and enforcement. Since the BTWC provisions
are comprehensive in scope and drafted in generic terms, national implementation
must not limit itself to the transposition of those provisions into domestic legislation.
Internal laws must be constructed in an all encompassing way in order to prohibit and
prevent all potential actors from becoming involved in BW prohibited activities.
Implementation should encompass control of transfers, bio-safety and bio-security
measures, the enactment of penal legislation to enforce prohibitions, as well as
administrative enforcement regulations and agencies.

The European Union has adopted, in 2006, an Action Plan aimed at revitalizing the
interest in and use of Confidence Building Measures (CBMs) among EU Member
States and increasing the effectiveness of the current UN Secretary General’s
mechanism for investigating cases of alleged use of (chemical) biological and toxin
weapons. Since then, all EU Member States have submitted their CBMs on a regular
basis.

The confidence building measures have been put in place with the aim of enhancing
transparency and improving the implementation of the Convention. Form "E" in
particular, focuses on the declaration of legislation, regulations and other measures
implemented by States Parties. The sixth Review Conference noted that only a limited
number of States Parties make an annual CBM submission and agreed on several
measures to update the mechanism of transmission of information and to enhance
participation. In order to promote the important objective of increasing participation
beyond 2007, the European Union has elaborated a working paper.

Mr. Chairman,

The creation of the Implementation Support Unit was one of the most important
achievements of last year’s Review Conference. The Unit plays an indispensable role
in the areas of administrative support, receipt and dissemination of CBMs and
implementation of all decisions and recommendations of the Review Conference. The
EU believes that its expertise could also be used to perform other tasks in the fields of
implementation, cooperation and assistance as well as universalisation.

In order to maximize the utility of the ISU, and bearing in mind its limited financial
and human resources, the EU is considering providing, through the adoption of a Joint
Action additional financial assistance to support possible specific activities and
projects designed to help the ISU to fulfil its mandate.

The European Union has produced a working paper with suggestions on possible
activities of the ISU that could be supported by States Parties. We would like to call
on all States to consider the suggestions put forward and the possible financing of the

ISU.









