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Mr. President,

[ have the honor to speak on behalf of the Group of States Parties of
the Non-Aligned Movement and other States Parties to the
Convention.

We would like to commend you for the extraordinary work done in
leading the 2007 meetings of the BWC and to congratulate you
especially for chairing this meeting. We assure you that our Group
will work closely with you and the rest of the participants to achieve
a successful outcome of this meeting.

We would also like to acknowledge the work of the Implementation
Support Unit as mandated by the Sixth Review Conference and
invite it to continue this work in the future.

Mr. President,

The BWC, as the first multilateral disarmament treaty banning a
whole category of weapons of mass destruction, constitutes an
impressive expression of international cooperation and multilateral
negotiations in response to the challenges facing humankind.

However, the BWC is still an incomplete and perhaps even
vulnerable instrument. This valuable piece of the disarmament
machinery has to be improved and developed.

The Group of States Parties of the Non-Aligned Movement and
other States Parties to the Convention strongly believes that the only
sustainable method of strengthening the Convention is through
multilateral negotiations aimed at concluding a non-discriminatory,
legally binding agreement, including on verification, dealing with all
the Articles of the Convention in a balanced and comprehensive

mannetr.

In this regard, the Group remains deeply concerned about the
potential use and/or threats of use of biological agents and toxins as
an instrument of war and terror. The Group feels that there is a
greater necessity and urgency for the States Parties to the BWC to
work towards strengthening and improving the effectiveness and
implementation of this Convention so that together we can fully
address this concern.



We strongly believe that the universal adherence to and further
strengthening of the Convention will make a significant contribution
to advancing in the field of arms regulation, non-proliferation and
disarmament on the basis of universal, multilateral, non-
discriminatory and transparent negotiations with the goal of reaching
general and complete disarmament under strict international control.

Mr. President:

We began the program of the 2007-2010 Intersessional work with

the ways and means to enhance national implementation, including

enforcement of national legislation, strengthening of national

institutions and coordination among national law enforcement

institutions, as well as regional and sub-regional cooperation on
implementation of the Convention.

The main objective of the debates during the past Meeting of
Experts, held last August, as well as of this Meeting of States
Parties is to discuss and promote a common understanding and
effective action on the abovementioned topics, in keeping with the
mandate we have decided for these discussions.

In this regard, our Group would like fo share some points on these
two important topics:

1. Although each State Party is committed to accomplish all the
provisions of the Convention, the implementation of the BWC
at the national level nevertheless depends on the particular
circumstances, inter alia, constitutional procedures and levels
of development of each State Party.

2. The implementation of the Convention at the national level is
not only limited to enacting and enhancing relevant national
legislations, but it also has to do with other actions which
require human and financial resources, not always readily
available to developing countries. For instance, appointing or
establishing national authorities in charge of implementing the

- Convention requires personnel and resources to perform their
duties. The same happens with the export and import controis,
which also require adequate equipment and technology for
detecting violations.













