
BWC MEETING OF STATES PARTIES 

DECEMBER 2007 

NATIONAL STATEMENT 

AUSTRALIA 

Mr Chairman, 

a&% you for your support in guiding &e work 

year. 

Domestic Measures -- 
c1.oc;f 

Throughout 2007, Australia has continued its active efforts to 

strengthen implementation and universalisation of the B WC, particularly 

in our region. 

We have also taken -steps to enhance laboratory biosecurity 

throughout Australia. 

In September this year, Australia enacted new legislation, the National 

Health Security Act, which established controls for the security of certain 

biological agents that have the potential to be used as weapons. 

This new Act provides for the esta lishment of a National Authority to 

regulate and monitor facilities 
bdlig 

security sensitive 

biological agents. 



a national register, informed by mandatory reporting, of 
- - -  

facilities handling these agents. 

,&~rovides for a registration - __- scheme addressing physical, personnel and 

transport security concerns, and includes a security audit and inspection 

process. 

And importantly, it provides for education and awareness-raising 

campaigns. 

B WC in Australia. 

to enhance 

' ' national ikplementation through strengthened and better coordinated 

national institutions. 

This year, a team of key research and academic revised the 
40 

Code for the Responsible Conduct of ~ e s e a r c h . ~ : t i n k & ~ ; &  the && 
7 

I h. 

Statement on Biosec~rity~ ensuring better coordinated cross-agency 
h 

I 

ilding on the success of our May 2007 biosafety and laboratory 

' biosecurity training workshop for South East Asian technical experts at 
Lh 

the Australian Animal Health Laboratory W, ~ e e l o n i &  
L\ 

sponsoring a second 

workshop in February 2008. 



That workshop will provide an opportunity to share information and 

biotechnological expertise among participants, including on measures that 
o n  

raise barriers to international bioterrorism and obligations under the 4 
BWC. 

# 

-{he worksho 

under Article X of the Convention. 

t d k ~  r 
4 ~ustral ia  remains an active provider of technical assistance on matters 

related to the life sciences. 

And many international students are sponsored to participate in training 

programs. 

Universalisation 

~ G z / a c \ ~ - a c l \  
At the 2007 Meeting of Experts members agreed to make a concerted n 
effort to encourage those states yet to do so to accede to the BWC. 



T- 3 Australia has written to the eight Pacific Island 

countries yet to accede to the B WC and urged them to do so. 

We will continue this outreach vg%h an provide assistance where 
I r',"'/ 

appropriate to those ~ a & c  Island states seeking additional information 

and support in acceding to the BWC, 


