


Mr. Chairman,

My delegation has pleasure in expressing to Your Excellency its gratitude for the
endeavours that you are making in-your capacity as Chairman of the meetings in 2007, which
confirms not only your own outstanding compefence but also the high esteem in which your
country, Pakistan, is held. We commend your message of 24 May 2007 specifying your
working plans for this year and the measures that you intend to take to promote the
univérSéilify of the Convention. The endeavours made by the Secretariat of the Conference on ,

Disarmament to prepare for this Meeting also merit our appreciation and gratitude.

Mr. Chairman,

We are meeting at a time when the world is passing through an important and delicate
stage in which the international community needs to concert its peaceful efforts to ensure that
security and stability prevail throughout the world, failing which mankind will not be able to
achieve the lofty objectives to which it is aspiring. Accordingly, the Convention on the
Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological)
and Toxin Weapons and on their Destruction unquestionably forms a sound basis on which to

address this delicate situation.

In this context, the Government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia wishes to reaffirm its
commitment to the Convention and, in particular, the need for article 10 to be fully consistent

with the aims and provisions thereof.
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My country’s Government has pleasure in bringing to your attention the significant
steps that its competent authorities have taken to implement the Convention at the national
level:

Following the proliferation, in some countries, of certain epidemic diseases which
pose a major-threat to the safety and health of human beings and livestock resources, the -
Ministry of Commerce and Industry formed a standing committee to monitor food safety and
avert any hazards, in a timely manner, by taking all the requisite precautions and preventive
measures. The basic functions of this committee are to study all vital issues affecting the
‘safety and health of consumers and requiriﬂg scientific dpillions and technical advice, to
coordinate the endeavours made by all the bodies concerned to find ways to address these
issues, and subsequently to formulate appropriate recommendations on each issue after
examining all its aspects in the light of the available scientific references, reports and
recommendations of specialized international organizations and the pertinent national,

regional and international legislation and regulations.

The Ministry of Commerce and Industry has also issued numerous regulations,
directives and instructions designed to protect human, animal and plant health and safety by,
inter alia, regulating the functioning of private laboratories in accordance with the ministerial
ordinance concerning licensing and utilization of the services of private laboratories to
conduct scientific tests and analyses of all imported products and commodities at the
Kingdom’s frontier posts, with emphasis on the need to monitor the activities and
performance of these laboratories. Another ministerial ordinance approved the programme of
health and safety measures in the Kingdom, in which emphasis was placed on the Kingdom’s

right to adopt any measures to protect human, animal or plant health, provided that such
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measures are not misused for protectionist purposes and do not unduly impede international

trade, and provided that hazards are assessed on a rational scientific basis.

The Ministry of Health, which is fully in favour of the implementation of the
. Biological Weapons.Convention, has established a Directorate-General for Emergencies, with .
sub-directorates in the various health districts, to plan and supervise preparations to deal with

health crises and disasters.

A protocol which has been drawn up for the surveillance and early detection and
diagnosis of cases of infectious biological diseases has been incorporated in the training and
further education programmes. The Ministry of Health also coordinates with the World Health
Organization and the Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in the event of the

detection of any epidemic diseases.

The endeavours made by the Ministry of Agriculture in this field include the
promulgation of animal and plant quarantine regulations and the development of a chain of
animal and plant quarantine stations at the Kingdom’s various ﬁ'onﬁgr posts, in addition to
subsidiza“cion of the centres conducting veterinary and botanical research and studying ways

to diagnose and prevent diseases.

Mr. Chairman,

In order to enable the United Nations and other international organizations to play the
role required of them, all members of the international community must respect and diligently
pursue the principles and purposes, including primarily the maintenance of international peace

and security as stipulated in the Charter of the United Nations, for the achievement of which










